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The Vicar writes... 

St. David, also known as Dewi Sant in Welsh, is the patron saint 
of Wales, celebrated for his piety, dedication, and numerous con-
tributions to Christianity during the early medieval period. His 
life and legacy continue to inspire the faithful and embody the 
spirit of Welsh culture and heritage.  St. David was born around 
the year 500 AD in the region of Ceredigion, Wales. According to 
tradition, his mother, St. Non, was a devout Christian who raised 
him with a strong sense of faith and duty. It is said that from an 
early age, David exhibited a keen interest in religious matters and 
displayed extraordinary piety. David's early education took place 
in monastic schools, where he was mentored by prominent Chris-
tian figures of the time, including St. Paulinus. These formative 
years played a crucial role in shaping his spiritual outlook and pre-
paring him for his future mission. As a young monk, David em-
barked on a series of missionary journeys across Wales and be-
yond. He founded several monastic settlements, including the re-
nowned monastery at Glyn Rhosyn (now St. Davids), which became 
a centre for learning, spirituality, and missionary activities. His 
efforts were instrumental in spreading Christianity throughout 
the region and consolidating the faith among the local populace. 
St. David was also known for performing numerous miracles, which 
further solidified his reputation as a holy man. One of the most 
famous miracles attributed to him occurred at the Synod of 
Llanddewi Brefi. It is said that while preaching to a large crowd, 
the ground beneath him rose, forming a hill, so that everyone 
could see and hear him clearly. This miraculous event is commemo-
rated by the presence of a mound at the site to this day. St. Da-
vid's teachings emphasized simplicity, humility, and asceticism. He 
advocated for a life of prayer, fasting, and self-denial, encourag-
ing his followers to focus on spiritual growth and the well-being 
of their communities. His famous exhortation, "Do the little 
things," reflects his belief in the importance of small, everyday 
acts of kindness and devotion in living a faithful Christian life. 
Under his guidance, monastic communities thrived, becoming cen-
tres of education, charity, and social support. St. David's influ-
ence extended beyond Wales, as his followers carried his teach-
ings to other parts of the British Isles and even to Brittany in 
France. 
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St. David's life and legacy serve as a powerful reminder of the 
impact that faith, dedication, and humility can have on the world. 
His contributions to Christianity, his miraculous deeds, and his 
unwavering commitment to his beliefs have left an indelible mark 
on Welsh culture and the broader Christian tradition. As we cele-
brate the life of St. David, let us draw inspiration from his exam-
ple and strive to embody the virtues of kindness, humility, and 
devotion in our own lives. St. David's enduring legacy is a testa-
ment to the strength of faith and the power of small acts of 
goodness to bring about significant change. As we honour his 
memory, we are reminded that even the simplest gestures can 
have a profound impact on those around us and contribute to the 
greater good of our communities. 

          Adam 

 Service timetable: 
St Andrew’s 
8am Holy Communion BCP (Every Week) 
10.45am 1st and 3rd Week Family Worship  
10.45am 2nd and 4th Week Family Communion 

 
St Peter’s 
9.30am 1st and 3rd Week Family Communion 

9.30am 2nd and 4th Week Family Worship 

 
 Weekly Activities 
Wednesdays  
9.15am Morning Prayer (St Andrews) 
10am – 11.30am Coffee Morning (St Andrews) 
 
Thursdays 
7pm Bellringing 
 
Friday  
6.30pm Choir Practice (St Andrews) 

 

Weekly Sercices 
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Diary for March 

2nd 8am Holy Communion (SA) 

 9.30am Family Communion (SP) 

 10.45am Morning Prayer (SA) 

3rd 11am Toddlers (PR) 

 12.30-2pm Singles Lunch (PR) 

 7.30pm PCC Meeting (PR) 

5th 9.15am Morning Prayer (SA) 

 10am -11.30am Coffee Morning (SA) 

 6pm Ash Wednesday Service (SA) 

 7pm St Andrews Women’s Group (PR) 

6th 10.10am Collective Worship (SPS) 

 6.15pm Choir Practice (SA) 

 7pm Bell Ringing Practice (SA) 

9th 8am Holy Communion (SA) 

 9.15am Messy Church (SA) 

 9.30am Morning Prayer (SP) 

 10.45am Family Communion (SA) 

11th 11am Toddlers (PR) 

 12.30-2pm Singles Lunch (PR) 

13th 9.15am Morning Prayer (SA) 

 10am -11.30am Coffee Morning (SA) 

14th 10.10am Collective Worship (SPS) 

 6.15pm Choir Practice (SA) 

 7pm Bell Ringing Practice (SA) 

16th 8am Holy Communion (SA) 

 9.30am Family Communion (SP) 

 10.45am Morning Prayer (SA) 
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17th 11am Toddlers (PR) 

 12.30-2pm Singles Lunch (PR) 

19th  9.15am Morning Prayer (SA) 

10am -11.30am Coffee Morning (SA) 

20th 10.10am Collective Worship (SPS) 

 6.15pm Choir Practice (SA) 

 7pm Bell Ringing Practice (SA) 

23rd 8am Holy Communion (SA) 

 9.30am Morning Prayer (SP) 

 10.45am Family Communion (SA) 

24th 11am Toddlers (PR) 

 12.30-2pm Singles Lunch (PR) 

25th 4pm Full Governors Duddon (DSP) 

26th 9.15am Morning Prayer (SA) 

 10am -11.30am Coffee Morning (SA) 

27th 10.10am Collective Worship (SPS) 

 6.15pm Choir Practice (SA) 

 7pm Bell Ringing Practice (SA) 

30th Mothering Sunday 

 8am Holy Communion (SA) 

 9.30am Family Communion (SP) 

 10.45am Family Communion (SA) 

 31st 11am Toddlers (PR) 

 12.30-2pm Singles Lunch (PR) 

April 

2nd 9.15am Morning Prayer (SA) 

 10am -11.30am Coffee Morning (SA) 

3rd 10.10am Collective Worship (SPS) 

 6.15pm Choir Practice (SA) 

 7pm Bell Ringing Practice (SA 
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Notices 

TODDLER GROUP meet on Mondays (term time only). 11am – 12pm 
in the parish room next to St Andrews Church. This is open to an-
yone caring for children.  

SINGLES LUNCH – for those who eat on their own. We have 
lunch, and a domino game and conversation. This will be 12.30pm – 
2pm on Monday’s in the parish room. If anyone would like to know 
more, or express an interest in coming, please contact Adam on 
01829740354, if you would like to come and need a lift, please 
contact Adam on the same number.  

CRAFT GROUP meets on the first Tuesday of each month,  from 
10am till 12 midday in St,Andrew’s. So far we have played with 
clay , made a quite tricky card and tried some Christmas ink 
stamping. You can join in with the activity provided or sit and knit 
and crochet with June or bring your own ideas along, or just come 
along for a chat, though it does get very quiet at times when peo-
ple are concentrating! If you are able to give a small donation to-
wards the cost of the materials, great, but it is not essential! 
Just come! Tea, coffee and biscuits provided. 

COFFEE MORNINGS at St Andrews Church every Wednesday 
morning 10.00 to 11.30 

CPR & DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING. Following the recent in-
stallation of a defibrillator at the War Memorial Hall in Duddon, a 
free training session is to be held in the Hall at 6pm on Thursday 
6th March, the training is to be given by Mr Richie Watts of the 
NW Ambulance Service. If you have an interest please come  

WAR MEMORIAL HALL, DUDDON. A Quiz is to be held at the 
War Memorial Hall, Duddon on Friday 14th March, starting at 
8pm, entry is £3.00, there will be a bar and raffle. All proceeds 
will be used to maintain the Hall. 
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Uganda Link News 

As a parish we are involved in two of the 8 schools supported by 
the Ibanda Educational Trust. The two schools are Bufunda 
linked to Tarvin Primary and MLD Blessed linked to Duddon and 
Barrow Primary Schools. In October I will be leading a team out 
to Ibanda to link up two new schools and to continue the work in 
others. Nearer the time I may be asking for donations and possi-
bly so old large suitcases (so if you are throwing any out let me 
know, as long as they can make one journey there….). There is a 
unique way that you can help and some within the parish already 
do and that is to support a child in the school. It will cost be-
tween £130-£190 a year, depending on if you support a primary 
age child or a kindergarten child. This includes uniform, school 
materials, such as books and pencils etc, it also included sanatory 
products. The sponsorship pays for their education and their 
lunch and snack each day. If you are able, and willing to support a 
child even for a year, then please let me know. We have someone 
in Ibanda now who is compiling for all schools a list of children 
that are ‘on the books’ waiting for the opportunity to be educat-
ed. The list is being organised with the neediest child first. Ex-
amples of this would be that the child is an orphan, has been 
mistreated, parents have medical issues and unable to work. 
There is no state help for children unable to pay for their edu-
cation. If you want more information or for a form to fill in to 
sponsor a child, then please get in touch. The amounts are esti-
mates as the exchange rate for Ugandan Shillings does fluctu-
ate.  

Photo of some children sponsored at Bufunda receiving their 
school materials for the year.  
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St Andrews Womens Group 
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The February meeting of the   
ST ANDREWS WOMEN'S GROUP  
was the first meeting of the year and a time to catch up with 
each other and enjoy our evening with members of the Frodsham 
based Charity  
KRDP  -  KIMBUTA RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME. 
Founded in 2000 by a group of only 6 people from Frodsham who 
are still the driving force behind this successful charity.  
With regular visits to Uganda they monitor all the ongoing pro-
jects through a local agent , not government controlled. 
All projects are in keeping with local needs to improve the lives 
of the people in this village and always with the involvement of 
the village committee. A hospital, church, school, motor bike am-
bulance to name but a few. 
On their return from Uganda they bring back many local crafts 
which we had the opportunity to buy to show our support for the 
work carried out by the charity. Thank you to Gareth, Richard 
Gill and Sarah for an inspiring evening. 
As usual our meeting ended with tea, coffee and homemade bis-
cuits. 

 

@ Grapevine 

 Please send any news items, articles, events or diary entries to 

tarvingrapevine@gmail.com 

Copy deadline for the April edition is Thursday 20th March 

 You can now subscribe to our monthly Grapevine magazine in two  
ways. 

1. A delivered printed paper copy costs £10 per annum 

2. Online -  a pdf copy sent directly to your email address every 
month for free  - please contact tarvingrapevine@gmail.com to 
add your details to our e—subscription list 

 The Grapevine can also be found in digital format as a pdf down-
load from  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12590/news/notice-
sheet/grid/ 

14 

 

Barabara’s bit 

Mad March Days. 
Isn’t the path up to church lovely with all the daffodils and cro-
cuses? It is a real heart lifter to see them all and recognise the 
promise they bring for lighter days and hopefully, sunny ones! 
March almost begins with Lent this year, the time when we can 
try and think outside the box. It is a time to re evaluate what we 
do how we behave so we need to step out of that comfortable 
box that is snug and familiar and open our eyes of the Holy Spirit 
to really see. Lent is a time to look at ourselves, “thank you God 
for I am me” to try and iron out the creases the world has im-
posed on us. Lent is a journey as all life is, but a special journey 
where we can re commit to God, re commit to looking after our 
lovely world and recommit to love and care for all. It is a time 
when all the rubbishy bits of our lives can be put in the box in-
stead and the lid firmly sealed! We each have our own rubbish 
but we don’t need to carry it around with us, so perhaps each day 
we can put a bit in the box acknowledging any mistakes and 
wrongdoings , which hopefully we can also put right and say thank 
you to God for helping us. We can then be recycled as new im-
proved models! 
 
Jesus our Saviour, 
 take our rubbish, 
 the greed indulged, 
 the broken promises , 
 anger, resentments. 
 
Take the long list of sin 
that warps our being  
and weave through your forgiving love 
that makes of waste  
a growing place 
By Chris Polhill from ‘Eggs and Ashes’ 
 
With love and prayers, 
Barbara 
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Pilgrimages 

Often, whilst on holiday, Brenda and I would visit a church, cathe-
dral, monastery or similar. Not by design, or as a destination; but 
just as our mood (or the rain) happened on the day. 
And so we became The Accidental, or Occasional Pilgrims. 
Let's start in Aberdaron, at the very western end of the Llyn Pen-
insula in North Wales. 
St. Hywyn's, on the edge of the beach, with magnificent views, 
dates from the 12th century - with evidence of 5th century ori-
gins. A second nave was added in the 15th century and the church 
was an embarkation point for Bardsey Island Abbey - the end of 
The North Wales Pilgrim Way. 
If you visited both sites, one Pope said that equalled a single pil-
grimage to Rome. This made the Way very popular, even today, ans 
so 
St Hywyn's became known as the Cathedral Of Llyn.  
Inside there are TWO naves and the building is cleverly con-
structed from local rubble. There's a distinguished hammerhead 
roof and two carved boulders representing two early priests from 
the 5th century. 
It's a beautiful building, adorned with many features and to sit 
inside whilst listening to the waves crashing on the beach is a very 
calming experience. 
We loved it and always stopped by when in the village - as well as 
having a pie and a pint in the pub next door!  
 
         Donald Bailey 
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All things Duddon 

The Gatepost 

You may have noticed over the Winter 
months that the gatepost between the 
churchyard and the school had rotted 
and the post and gate were laying on 
the ground. 

Thanks to the sterling work of Tony 
Perks, all has been repaired and made 
good. A couple of holly bush seedlings 
will be planted soon to finish the job 

 

On the Farm 

Did you know that each of the months has its own bird? March is 
the month of the Robin, one of our favourite garden birds and 
something we have in abundance at the farm. Any gardener will 
know that they can become quite tame and will stay close if you 
are digging, waiting for worms and grubs to be turned up. Robins 
can recognise humans by face, body movements and voice, truly 
clever little birds! They are fiercely territorial and sing all year 
round to defend their territory. They will also sing at night, but 
this is thought to happen due to artificial light from street-
lights.   

Robins appear in many myths and folklore traditions - they are 
associated with rebirth, good fortune, hope and thought to be 
messengers from the afterlife. In Norse mythology they are as-
sociated with Thor the god of lightning and it’s thought that an-
yone who harms a robin will be struck by lightning. Whereas in 
Celtic mythology the Robin is the Oak king of summer who over-
throws the Holly King – associated with Wrens - at Yule and 
brings in the spring. In Christian symbolism the robin is thought 
to have got its red breast from a drop of Christs blood as he 
comforted him on the cross by pulling a thorn from his brow. An-
other story says that a robin fanned the flames of a fire to 
keep Jesus warm and scorched its breast with the embers. They  
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are of course closely associated with Christmas but this is a 
somewhat later story from the Victoria era when the post men 
wore red coats and were called Robins. This led to a rise of 
Christmas cards with robins delivering post and so a tradition 
was born! Fascinating how stories and myths build around our fa-
vourite birds.        

         Pat Briscoe 

Duddon St Peter’s CE Primary School                                                         

After enjoying the Christmas period and returning 
to snow which arrived soon after the beginning of 
the term, January proved to be a surprisingly busy 
one, with our visit from Ofsted halfway through 
the month. Inspections are always challenging and in our small 
school this can be especially so, as our wonderful, but small num-
ber of staff take on so many subjects to lead and monitor. Since 
the previous inspection there has been a great deal of progress 
with redesigning our curriculum to ensure that there is a good 
balance of all subjects, and this was reflected well in our inspec-
tion report, with inspectors acknowledging how hard our staff 
have worked as a team to ensure that the school continues to 
thrive. 

Ofsted’s judgement of the school was that it is a ‘Good’ school, 
and they commented particularly on its family friendly atmos-
phere, how polite and well-behaved our children the children 
were and how many parents gave such positive views of the 
school and the way in which the staff nurtured and cared for all 
its pupils. We celebrate our success and are determined that our 
great reputation as a small local school will continue.  

Please visit our website at www.dstp.cheshire.sch.uk  if you would 
like to read more about our school, where there is also a link to 
our Ofsted report, or contact the school if you would like to 
visit and see what it has to offer your child. 

‘Be the best you can be.’ 
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Vicar 

  

  

  

Curate 

Revd Adam Friend, 01829 740354   or    07368 335146 

The Vicarage, Church Street, Tarvin, CH3 8EB 

Email address: tarvinparish@gmail.com 

Parish Website:   www.tarvinparish.com 

 

Revd Barbara King                  01244 300756 

Readers 

 

Pastoral Worker 

Mary Burgess          740716 

Jo Richards             741474 

Colin Haworth              

07584 419348 

June Willis       07950 121078 

                        01829 749382 

 

Parish Wardens 

  

David Ferguson, 39 Deansway, Tarvin                       741192 

Paul Mercer, 4 Fairfax Ave, Tarvin                          309306 

Director of Music 

St Andrew’s Verger 

Bell Tower Captain 

  

Sandra Turner 

Colin Haworth 

 

 749310 

07584 
419348 

PCC          Treasurer 

                 Secretary 

  

Jane Holmes 740564 

Safeguarding Mary Morgan 740450 

Women’s Group Rev Barbara King 01244 
300756  

Grapevine Paul Mercer     tarvingrapevine@gmail.com 309306 

Gift Aid David Caddell 740554  

Z Team 

(Tarvin Churchyard) 

Mark Wyatt 

Ron Fuller 

740909 

740559 

Tarvin Parish, St Andrew’s and St Peter’s takes its duty and obligation to 
protect all extremely seriously. We have adopted the national Church of 
England's robust procedures and guidelines. You can find out more about 
the national policies and procedures at www.churchofengland.org/
safeguarding. If you have any safeguarding concerns or issues of a safe-
guarding matter then you can find useful contact information 
at www.chester.anglican.org/social-responsibility/safeguarding 
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchofengland.org%2Fsafeguarding&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe51ea1618a848ae419c08d69ff090e4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636872252903943374&sdata=kx9Ns0yif4MoFZO%2FQyOKHi7L8vLxKGLJ
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.churchofengland.org%2Fsafeguarding&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cfe51ea1618a848ae419c08d69ff090e4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636872252903943374&sdata=kx9Ns0yif4MoFZO%2FQyOKHi7L8vLxKGLJ
https://www.chester.anglican.org/social-responsibility/safeguarding/

